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‘KINDERGARTEN OF GOD

Elbert Hubbard, FRC
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Elbert and Alice Hubbard were progressive philosophers and leaders of the influential Royeroft
Arts and Crafts movement of East Aurora, New York that began in 1895. Elbert Hubbard was
a prolific writer, publisher, and artist. He and H. Spencer Lewis were close personal friends. Elbert
Hubbard served on the first Supreme Council of AMORC. In 1915, he wrote to H. Spencer Lewis
promising further support upon bis return from a lecture tour of Europe, however, he and Alice died
aboard the torpedoed ship, the Lusitania.

9
L4

Dear Playmate in the Kindergarten of God:

Please do not take life quite so seviously — You surely will never get out
o(: it alive. And as ‘(:or Your bu\/ing and se“ing, Yyour churches and banks, Yyour
newspapers and books, they are veally at the last of no more importance than
the child’s paper houses, ved and blue wafers and funny scissors things. Why
You 5\rown—-uys! all Your possessions are onl\/ \)us{: to kee? You out o«c mischiewc,
until Dea{;h, the good old nurse, comes and vocks You +o sleey. Am | not righ{:?

The child’s paper doll lasts a day and a copy of a daily paper lasts only
half a day or until the next edition appears; and as for a church edifice it
onl\/ ehdwes ‘:or '[:wo da\/s, i«c made o(: wood, and 'Hwee if of s-[:one- lh Eg\/?'(:
[ saw men unea\r{')\ing stone 'l:emyles, and no one reall\/ knows what god these
temples were dedicated to, much less why. The god they sought to serve is as
dead as the folks who invented him.

Take my word for it, Dear Pl?ma{:e, this life is only a big ‘)oke. But we

are here, and so let s have all the fun we can. And in order 1o get along best
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we should eut our scissors '(:hings as well as we can, and model onl\/ Vre‘[:ty
{:o\/s out of the mud that is given us. [t s all Kihde\rgar'ben business 'U\ougkt
the object is to teach us. [ veally believe we ave learning things, and if we ave
ever called to a Higher Grade we shall be prepared to manage move difficult

lessons than when we began here.

We are all children in the Kindergarten of God. Take my word for it,
Playmate, and | know as much about God and his plans as any man who ever

trod this green earth. ' know as much as You, and You know as much as l,
and we are both Sons o-c 6od and it doth not \/e{: appear what we shall be.

Systems of Quesswork, facetiously called “Theology,” do not introduce
us 1o God....

“Do un‘(:o o‘(:hers as \/ou wou|d be done b\/" —_ \/ou unde\rS'(:and '[:ha‘(:, do \/ou
not? But what does a man mean when he talks of Predestination, Vicarious
A‘[:onemeh‘l:, Redemy‘[zion b\/ Fai{:h, and Hell and Damnation ¢

Please take my word for it when | say these schemes of salvation ave as
idle vapors; for | am a Son of God. ...

| am a thought of God; | was loved into being, therefore my life in the
beginning was holy. Of course | am slightly be—smirched by contact with
fools, but in the main my life and deeds are right, for being a Child of God
' could not S'(:ra\/ very ‘ca\r aField, even i(: | wished} 6od, who is my mo'[:he\r,
would call me back, for has He not protected me, sustained me and cared
for me all these years? Take my word for it, we ave in the Kindergarten of
God, and all there is of life is to do our work (which is only play) as well as
we can and be kind. That ‘s all there is of wisdom — do Your work as well
as You can and be kind.

[ know as much about it as any man who ever lived, for | am a Child of
God, and the best man who ever lived was nothing more. Do your work as
well as you can and be kind — that ‘s the best way to get along heve, and it
is the best preparation for a Life to Come, if there is one. This is no new
T\'u'(:h, -(:or theve is no such '(:hing as a new Truth. Truth is as old as Fate.
There is no plural Truth — there is only the one Truth, and this is very old
and very sim\?le- All wise men have known it. No one knows any move about
Absolute Truth than | do, and | know as much about it as anyone who ever
lived, and | know no‘u\ing.

Do Your work as well as You can and be kind.

Page 51





